
	Shakespare's idioms

Upper intermediate

	


	AIMS 
Linguistic ( learning):

· To learn the meaning of some of  Shakespeare's  idioms, all of which are frequently used today and their correct usage in every day English
· To help students understand the difference between literal and idiomatic meaning
Functional:
· talk about the importance of Shakespeare for the English language 
· to explain the meaning of the  idioms by reading the text

· to complete the sentences with missing idioms

· to write a dialogue with the idioms from the previous task 
Educational :

· to develop students' motivation for the usage of more complex language structures by using idioms
· to encourage students to continue to research and use idioms in their everyday speech
· to raise student's awareness about idioms in general and the importance of their usage
OUTCOMES

Students can-  explain what an idiom is

· recognise and identify an idiom within the text

· use and integrate  idioms correctly in their usage of the English language

· match idiomatic and literal meaning 

· find errors in the usage of idioms 

· construct more complex language structures 

 

	CLASS ORGANIZATION

· teacher to students                             

· students to teacher / individual work                            

· pair work                             

group work 
	TEACHING AIDS AND MEDIA

· blackboard 

· handouts

· notebook


	TEACHING TECHNIQUES

· communication: questions and answers 

· reading (and translating), 

· writing (notebook)

· sentence matching

· games/associations 



	LESSON PLAN – PROCEDURE 

	1. INTRODUCTION      
                                                                                                                                   5      min
a) Write on the blackboard – 1564 – 1616? 

            Ask students the meaning of these years, elicit some answers ( Shakespeare) 

            If there is no guess, write the second clue – Stratford-Upon-Avon
            When students guess the answer, elicit some information about Shakespeare (The Globe, 

             plays)

b) Then write Modern English  on the blackboard – ask students about the connection between Shakespeare and modern English – elicit some answers (his use of language helped shape modern English) 
c) Write As dead as a doornail on the blackboard – Can they quess today's topic? 
Associations – guessing game 
           Tell students that today's topic is Shakespeare's idioms – write the title on the blackboard. 
Since we already talked about idioms, ask student to tell you what they are, examples…..


	  2. MAIN PART 
35 min
a) Group work – Put students in groups of four – tell them that you are going to write six idioms coined by Shakespeare, but only their first parts – they have a few minutes to come up with their own ideas of how the idiom might end. – write them in their notebooks. 
Then elicit some of the ideas. Finally, write the correct idioms on the blackboard. 
1. To melt into _____________ (thin air)
2. To come full _____________ (circle)
3. A laughing ___________ ( stock)
4. Mum's the__________ (word)
5. In  a  ___________ (pickle)
6. The game is ________(up) 

b)  Give students the handouts. Tell them that they are going to read the text about Shakespeare's idioms but before we start, they will discuss the statements with their partner. They may not be sure about some of the answers, but reassure them that it is fine to guess as they will soon be reading a text to find out the answers to these questions. For that reason, don’t give them any answers at this stage.
c) Task 1 – Reading to check predictions. Ask different students to read the text out loud (call out names for reading ) and check their predictions as a class. 

 Answers 1. True 
                2. False – some idioms are more obvious than others 
                3. True- for example ‘in a pickle’ 
                4. False, but he was the first author to write much of it down
                5. True 
Discuss the text with the students. What have they remembered about these six idioms? Elicit some answers. Let students explain in what situations would they use those idioms. 

d) Task 2 

Ask students to complete the sentences using one of the idioms in Task 1. 

Get them to check their answers together and monitor to see that the idioms are being used correctly (e.g. using correct tense). 

Answers 1. The city grew and prospered by manufacturing cars in the 1970s, became poorer in the 1990s, but it has now come full circle with the growth of new IT-based industries. 

2. Mum’s the word! Don’t tell him, or it won’t be a surprise! 

3. I got myself in a pickle when I forgot to fill the car with petrol and ran out miles from anywhere. 
4. OK, the game is up. I know what you’ve been doing and I’m going to tell your parents. 

5. I can’t possibly wear that ridiculous hat. I’ll be a laughing stock. 6. No one knows where he has gone. He seems to have melted into thin air.

e) Task 3 – Ask students to make a short dialogue in their notebooks using at least two idioms we learned today. Monitor the work. Ask some students to read them out loud.
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	CLOSURE and HOMEWORK 
5 min
In their handouts, students have additional idioms by Shakespeare. They need to find out their meaning and write them in a sentence. 
1. All that glitters isn't gold
2. All's well that ends well. 

3. Break the ice

4. At a snail's pace 

5. A night owl. 
As a final thought, give the students a list of words by Shakespeare. 


BLACKBOARD 

	                                                      Shakespeare's   idioms


1594 – 1616                Statford-Upon-Avon            Modern English       As dead as a doornail 

Idioms 
1. To melt into ________________ (thin air) 
2. To come full ______________ (circle)
3. A laughing __________________ (stock)
4. Mum's the ______________(word)
5. In  a _______________(pickle)
6. The game is ______________(up) 




Shakespeare’s Idioms - Student Worksheet

1.  Work with a partner. Decide together if you think the statements below are true or false. 

1. Shakespeare is quoted more often than any other playwright. TRUE / FALSE

2. It is always impossible to understand the meaning of an idiom from just the individual words. TRUE / FALSE

3. The meaning of some of Shakespeare’s idioms has changed since he first used them. TRUE / FALSE

4. Shakespeare invented Modern English. TRUE / FALSE

5. Shakespeare added around 1,700 new words to the English language. TRUE / FALSE

Reading: 

Shakespeare’s idioms

Shakespeare is the world’s most quoted poet and dramatist, but most people who regularly quote him, have no idea that they are doing so. His expressions have simply entered the language and become common English idioms. 

Idioms are fixed combinations of words where the meaning may not be obvious from looking at the individual words. For example, the idiom, 1 ‘to melt into thin air’, which comes from The Tempest, simply means to disappear suddenly and completely. Sometimes, though, the meaning is pretty clear., For example, the idiom 2 ‘to come full circle’ (from King Lear), where the idiomatic meaning, ‘to end up in the place where you started,’ is close to the literal meaning. 

Because idioms are fixed, we can’t change the word order or substitute any of the parts of the idiom. For example, the idiom ‘neither here nor there’, from Othello, which means ‘irrelevant or unimportant’, cannot be expressed as ‘neither there nor here’.

’ The meaning of some of Shakespeare’s idioms would have been clearer in the sixteenth century,.For example, the idiom, 3 ‘a laughing stock’ (from The Merry Wives of Windsor), which means someone that everyone is laughing at. The phrase, which is actually found in earlier writings than Shakespeare’s, refers to the way that people used to be punished for small crimes by being locked into wooden stocks, and having people throw things, such as rotten fruit and vegetables, at them. 4 ‘Mum’s the word’ (Henry VI pt2), is usually assumed by modern- day speakers to refer to mothers, or mums for short. However, it actually refers back to a kind of theatre performance, called ‘mumming’, which was done silently. So ‘Mum’s the word’ means ‘Don’t talk about it’.’ 

Other Shakespearean idioms have changed meaning slightly over the years. For example, 5 ‘in a pickle’ nowadays means in a difficult or problematic situation, but when Shakespeare used it in The Tempest, he simply meant that Trinculo was drunk. And Shakespeare used 6 ‘the game is up’ in Cymbeline, to mean that a series of events had ended badly. Nowadays it tends to mean that we have discovered someone’s bad or criminal behaviour. 

At the time that Shakespeare was writing, Modern English was less than 100 years old, and Shakespeare was the first author to write much of it down. He is also thought to have created around 1,700 words himself by changing verbs to nouns or adjectives, adding prefixes and suffixes and so on.: For example, ‘amazement’, ‘bedroom’, ‘dawn’, ‘unreal’, ‘hurried’, ‘luggage’, and many, many more. Without Shakespeare, the English we speak today would be very different.

2. Complete each sentence with the correct idiom from Task 1.

 1. The city grew and prospered by manufacturing cars in the 1970s, became poorer in the 1990s, but it has now ____________________ with the growth of new IT- based industries. 

2. ________________________! Don’t tell him, or it won’t be a surprise! 

3. I got myself ______________________ when I forgot to fill the car with petrol and ran out miles from anywhere. 

4. OK, ______________________,. I know what you’ve been doing and I’m going to tell your parents. 

5. I can’t possibly wear that ridiculous hat. I’ll be ________________________. 

6. No -one knows where he has gone. He seems to have________________________. 

3.  Personalisation 

In pairs, choose three of the idioms and think of situations in your life where you could have used each one.  Write them in a form of a dialogue.   Write them down in your notebook. 

Tell the other students about them. 

HOMEWORK:

Find the meaning of these idioms – write 5 sentences, using  the idioms below. 

1. All that glitters isn't gold

2. All's well that ends well. 

3. Break the ice

4. At a snail's pace 

5. A night owl. 


